Texas State Technical College-Harlingen

Student Government Association 

January 19, 2010

Minutes

I. Call to Order (12:04pm)
II. Roll Call 

a. Students sign-in

i. Sandie Vela- When addressing Belinda please stand and refer to her as Madame President and please wait to be recognized.  When recognized please state your name, club, and please speak clearly when making your comment or asking your question.

III. Approval of Minutes

a. Motion to dispense the reading of the minutes and approve as written.

i. Motion: Joe Vela- SADHA II/Fanatics
ii. 2nd Motion: Martha Hockaday- HAS
IV. Orders of the Day

a.  Motion to dispense with the orders of the day and approve as written.

i. Motion: Joe Vela- SADHA II/Fanatics
ii. 2nd Motion: Sarah Zamarripas- AUB
V. Officer Reports

a. Historian: James Piña- We are on Facebook and MySpace so please stop by and visit us there, also if you have any concerns and aren’t able to stop by feel free to leave a comment on our pages.
b. Parliamentarian: Eli Torres- Please keep your cell phone on silent and pay attention up here in the front. I will be walking around and will only ask you to be quiet twice, third time I will ask you to leave.
c. Treasurer: Aline Zamudio- Our balance right now is $373.56.
d. Secretary: Sandie Vela- Please make sure and sign in up here in the front. The winners of our point system for last semester are: 3rd place-AUB, 2nd place-Fanatics, 1st place- Dental Explorers. Great job guys! We are now starting this semester with a clean slate, so sign in and stay involved.
e. Vice President: Shannon Williams- We will be needing co-anchors starting in February so if you’re interested please stop by and see us.
f. President: Belinda Palomino- If you need anything announced on our E-Blast please let us know also please make sure to check you’re my-mail on a regular basis and update the Emergency Notification System if your information has changed.
VI. Reports of Standing Committees

a. Legislative Committee

i. Chair Eli Torres: Last semester we ordered a glass case for Building W, extended library hours during finals, fixed some roads around campus, tried extended hours at the Student Center, and changed WSC hours to include Sunday. Is there anything else you’d like for me to research?
1. Sarah Zamarripas, AUB- Yes, can you please look into making a crosswalk between Bldg F and Bldg M, this is barely the second week and people are already getting upset and honking at us as we’re trying to cross. (Eli) Ok, I will research that.

ii. Shannon Williams- We also started “The Biggest Loser” program this past semester and we had two categories, one for most weight lost and the other for most % of body fat. Gabriel Ramirez won both categories losing a total of 18lbs and 6% body fat. Are there any comments, or suggestions? Is this something you’d like to see again? 
1. Laura Amaro, PhD- I think this is something we should continue especially right now that it’s the New Year that’s what people are trying to do (lose weight).
2. Shannon- Do you have any ideas on how to keep it going?

3. Joshua Johnson, RPGS- Why not announce it on the student news, like showing the pictures of all the contestants so that if we see them we can encourage them?
b. Constitution Committee
i. Chair Shannon Williams: We spoke last time about changing elections from September to April since the calendar is planned in the summer and officers that are stepping down plan it and the incoming officer don’t have a say in it. Plus it will give new officers a chance to get settled in and prepare for the Fall semester which is very busy and hectic. Is there any discussion on this? (none) I move to change the elections from September to April. All those in favor say “I” (all in agreement) all those opposed say “nay” (none)…so moved. Our next constitution meeting will be held on 2/9 & 2/23 at noon in the VIP room.
VII. New Business

a. Breakfast Club- Will at 10am 1/20/10 in the Culinary Arts dining room. This is for your club advisor and president.
b. Learning to Lead: Women & Leadership- We will be having our first L2L workshop on Thursday 01/21/10 in the LRC orientation room. Any questions?
i. Laura Amaro, PhD- Who will be speaking? 

ii. Belinda Palomino- Kori Marra. The links should be up so you can register online.

iii. Adele Clinton- Please make sure and pre-register so we can order you a lunch. If you don’t register you’re still allowed to attend but you won’t receive a lunch, unless someone didn’t attend and we have some leftover.
c. Trash Bash- This was rescheduled from December due to the weather. It will be this Saturday (1/23), if you’re still interested please stop by and sign in.
d. Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board/Advisory Committee- We received a few of these applications and they were looked over by our committee and sent in to the chancellor of the TSTC systems. 2 applications from the Harlingen branch were selected to go to state and possibly see if they will be chosen by the Governor. The two students chosen are Juan Isaac Perales & Aline Zumudio.
e. Welcome Week (80’s Theme) - these events will start at 11:30am-1:00pm and will be in the Student Center.
i. Performance Day

ii. Join-A-Club Day

iii. Activity Day- this will consist of 80’s trivia, Rubik’s cube competition, and Connect 4.
iv. SGA Open House

f. Mr. & Mrs. TSTC 2010 Application Deadline 2/5- There will be a meeting at noon on 2/5. If you’re running please hurry up and fill out your application and get a club to sponsor you. You must have a 2.5 GPA and be enrolled at least 9 credit hours and be attending TSTC for the next year.  Scholarships are awarded, winner receives $1500.00, 1st runner-up $1000.00, and 2nd runner-up $500.00 and this is divided into 3 semesters.
VIII. Announcements

a. Designated Tuition Increase
i. Adele Clinton- There will be a public hearing next week but we don’t have all the information for that just yet. I don’t know if you’re aware that we are part of a system and are connected with the other TSTC’s. In this public hearing they will be discussing tuition increase. It will be in the CAC, and they will be presenting a power point as to why they want to increase our tuition and where the money will be going to. Right now you pay $34 per credit hour and they want to raise that to $46. After the presentation they will open the floor for comments. In order to be able to stand at the mike and express your opinion you will need to sign in before the presentation. If for any reason you’re unable to make it you can let an SGA officer know how you feel and let them be your voice since they represent you, the student body. 
b. Belinda- Are there any other questions or announcements? (None)

IX. Adjournment 

a. I entertain a motion to dismiss.

i. 1st motion- Joe Vela, SADHA II/Fanatics

ii. 2nd- Joseph Garcia, RPGS

b. Meeting adjourned at 12:28pm

