Texas State Technical College- Harlingen
Student Government Association 
March 8, 2011
General Assembly Minutes
I. Call to order:12:08pm
II. Roll call
a. Student sign – in by Sarah Zamarripas: please sign in if you haven’t already after the meeting.  One representative from each club must sign in as well. 
III. Approval of Minutes
a. Read by Sarah Zamarripas 
i. Robbie Zapata, Dental Explorers: moved to dispense the reading of the minutes and approve them as written.
ii. Shwaun Dizayee, VSA: 2nd the motion. 
iii. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
IV. Orders of the Day
a. Read by Vice President Jose Saldierna
i. Jesse Rodriguez, AUB: moved to dispense the reading of the orders of the day and approve them as written.
ii. Jeremiah Dietz, AUB: 2nd the motion.
iii. Motion passed by majority vote.
V. Officer Reports
a. Historian: Aline Zamudio
i. Hi, the pictures are up from pageant, Club Olympics and the Game Show.  Please add us on Facebook we keep it updated in case of any changes and please add us on twitter.
b. Parliamentarian: Tony Cruz
i. Sarah Zamarripas spoke: please keep cells on silent and be quiet, I’m going to give you two warning before I ask you to leave.
c. Treasurer: Kimberly Roano
i. As of March 2, 2011 the balance is $119.15, thank you.
d. Secretary: Sarah Roton
i. Sarah Zamarripas spoke: she is not here; she is under the weather. Please be sure to sign in at all events.  The top three clubs in alphabetical order are the same: AUB, Environmental Club, and SPAM. 
e. Vice President: Jose Saldierna
i. I will be updating the Mr. & Ms. TSTC bulletin board in the hall next to the bathrooms, if you want to check it out.
f. President: Sarah Zamarripas
i. Be sure to check your mymails, the Mustang magazine and to remember to do the co-curricular transcripts. 
VI. Reports of the Standing Committees
a. Legislative Committee 
i. Chair: Tony Cruz, Sarah Zamarripas spoke:
1. Tony spoke to Charlie Perez of the Housing Office and the dorms will be getting more ash trays for the benches.
2. No news on the pavilion
3. If you have any other concerns let Tony or one of us know.
b. Constitution Committee
i. Chair: Jose Saldierna
1. The meeting was postponed again and is TBA.
VII. Report of the Special Committee
a. Green Committee
i. Co-Chair: Kimberly Roano
1. Lissete and I met with Juan Lopez, Director of Physical Plant and he had a lot of information for us as you can see.
a. The items currently being recycled at TSTC are paper, plastic, aluminum, and cardboard.
b. All shredded paper goes directly to the humane society.
c. Recycling containers with small openings to discourage trash have been ordered and should have arrived by now and will be placed throughout campus in the more frequented buildings.
d. If you live in the dorms I hope you gave feedback on where to put recycling bins in the housing areas because it’s for your benefit.
e. The old Dorms are not being demolished because they are being deconstructed.  What that means is that they are taking materials off and using them in the new University Center that is being built. If pieces are not sound for re-use they are being turned into mulch for the campus plants. 
f. Mulch I just said is coming from the old dorms. 
g. As you probably know there are solar panels in front of the F building.  Most of the roof of the new building is going to be solar panels as well.
h. You know how A/C’s drip water?  Well that water is going to be collected and use for watering the campus plants so it’s not just wasted.
i. The new building will have hand dryers only, and other building on campus will have the paper towel dispensers slowly removed.
j. TSTC is the first college in the valley to get a butane powered lawn mower.  They burn cleaner and are more effect and we are even getting an article in the paper it’s so exciting we are getting one.
k. Old service vehicles are slowly being replaced with newer more fuel efficient ones or even golf cart type vehicles if possible.
l. All the cleaning products on campus are natural green ones; that’s why you never smell them after they bathrooms have just been cleaned.
m. All the fluorescent lights in the new building are going to be more efficient and as old one around campus burn out they will be replaced with the more efficient kind.
n. TSTC currently waters all the plants by pumping the water directly from the canal behind the U building.  No city water is used.
o. New plants are being planted around campus like last semester the Environmental Club planted some in front of the A Building.
p. The last point from Mr. Lopez is that his end goal is to make TSTC a community recycling drop off point. Currently the city only comes to pick up recyclables once a month.  If we become a drop off point we are going to need more frequent pick-ups. So he is working on it, but it is going to take some time to work out the logistics.
q. Oh, I forgot the bike racks.  This was one of my personal projects.  We worked to get more bike racks put on campus and had old ones replaced with new ones to encourage bike riding, especially if you have to come from the T building all the way to the W building instead of driving.
2. Harlingen Proud is currently having a contest between schools to recycle the most phonebooks and we want to participate. Please start bringing your phonebooks from home so we can recycle them.
a. Adele added that we can start right now we just don’t know how the contest works yet.
3. My Co-Chair wanted me to ask real quick what y’all thought about composting the left-over food from the cafeteria.  I open the floor to discussion for any ideas of comments.
a. Martin Leal, RPGS, said he likes the idea of composting so all that food doesn’t just go to waste.
b. OK, I will pass the response along. That’s it for my report.  Thank you.
VIII. Unfinished Business
a. Learning 2 Lead
i. Aline Zamudio: said the next workshop is 3-10-11. The topic is Leadership and Diversity. The next one after than is 3-21-11 and that topic Ethical Leadership
b. Mr. Ms. TSTC
i. The theme this year was Fantastic Voyage. Robbie Zapata is new Ms. TSTC and Narciso Zapata is Mr. TSTC.
ii. Veronica Barrera, Dental Explorer: it was fun and I really liked the dances.
iii. Shwaun Dizayee got 1st runner up.
iv. Robbie and Narciso got a $1500 scholarship and Shwaun got a smaller one.
c. Club Olympics
i. We started with Activity Day, then Quiz Bowl and ended with the Scavenger Hunt
ii. The winner was AUB, please send one representative to receive your trophy
iii. What did you think of the 3 days?
1. Jesse Herrera, CSMT, Environmental Club: I liked it better as 3 days;  it was more fun.
2. Martin Martinez, SPAM: the time was bad our club couldn’t go to any of the events.
d. Game Show
i. Jose Martinez was the winner he won a $25 gift card to Applebee’s. Jose please stand.  Ok, he’s not here.
e. Spring break Hook-up
i. It’s going to be this Wednesday, There will be free rides like the bungee run and joust combo, free beads, and informational sessions will be offered throughout the day on safety with Anna Cortez.
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Adele Clinton added: last year we asked for suggestions and students really liked the safety information and wanted more students to attend, workshops will be starting at 9am in W auditorium.  One of the sessions was a student and his accident where he was the drunk driver.  Others are about the dangers of going to Mexico or about date rape.  They are listed on the TSTC main page. You can ask your instructors to be excused, usually they will let you. There will also be proper car seat installations and they can fix yours for you if it’s in wrong.
iii. There will also be clubs selling food so go and support them.
IX. New business
a. SGA Elections
i. They will be from March 22-24 after Spring Break
ii. Live voting will be in the Student Center on Tuesday and Thursday and in the W Building on Wednesday.
iii. If you don’t want to go to you can vote through your mymail. 
iv. They will be giving a short speech at spring break hook up so please be there to hear them. 
v. Any questions?
1. Martin Martinez, SPAM: where was it again?
2. In the Student Center on Tuesday and Thursday and in the W Building on Wednesday.
b. Movie on the Lawn
i. It will be starting at 6:30pm and it will be Movie in the Gym. We will show a bit of each trailer and then vote on which one to show. Trailers were played.
ii. We will do a quick hand vote.
iii. The Dilemma wins by majority vote.
iv. It is Wednesday, March 23rd in the gym.
c. Open Mic Night 
i. It will be Tuesday, March 29th, in the Student Cafeteria
ii. We decided in the summer to do it every semester because it was such a big hit.
iii. We give out free snacks and Starbucks coffee. 
iv. You can tell a joke sign, a song, or play an instrument as long as you remember to keep it clean.
v. We also serve hot chocolate for those who don’t like coffee.
vi. You can also draw or color the paper on the tables.
d. Molly Bytnar, Coordinator of the Harlingen Public Library:
i. Volunteer coordinator and always looking for volunteers for events 
ii. On Saturday, April 30th is Dia de los Niños . There will be different community organizations with booths selling things and a book swap.  We need help for set-up , tear down, and during the event. You must be able to commit to be there from 12:30 -4 on Saturday.  I will leave flyers in the back so you can take one if you want. 
iii. Sarah Z: remember you need to do one Community Service Project per semester; this is a good chance if you haven’t done one yet
e. Blood Drive, Lissete Zavala-Muniz
i. If you donate blood you are entered into a raffle for a trip to Europe.  It’s seven nights and eight days for two.  It has to be done in the Harlingen area, from February 28 - April 30, if you do it as a club it can also be used as your Community Service Project.
f. Pink Glove Dance, Save the Date
i. We will show the video in a bit.  We invite all people and any cancer survivors to be part of our Colors of Hope video at 8am tomorrow and Thursday in front of the LRC. If you are interested please wear a black shirt. Video was played.
ii. So that is what they are going to be doing tomorrow.
iii. Adele Clinton added: actually TSTC is going to do their own. It was our idea and our media people are filming it. Each location has a different color glove for the different cancers, and ours is pink.  Valley Baptist did theirs on their helicopter pad.  Because it was our idea ours has to be the best so we want as many people there as possible.  So please come out and be a part of it.
X. Announcements 
a. Jaime Arredondo, GSA Pride: will be having their bi-weekly picnic at the Athletic Field. All members are welcome and always bring a friend. Those attending please RSVP via Facebook, email, or text message for what you shall be bringing.  We will be discussing fundraisers, Techsan Day, and Splash at South Padre Island.  Hope to see you there.
b. Claudia Carr- AUB: will be selling hot dog combos at spring break hook-up for $1.75. It includes a coke and the hot dog. 
XI. Adjournment
a. Shwaun Dizayee, VSA:  moved to adjourn.
b. Martin Leal, RPGS: 2nd the motion.
c. Unanimously passed.
d. Adjourned at 12:53pm.
